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WHAT DOES UN DESA DO?

MAJOR DATABASES

	� UN Data Commons for the SDGs

	� UN COVID-19 Data Hub

	� UN Data

	� UN e-Government Knowledge Database

	� UN Global SDG Indicators Database

	� UN SDG Data Hub

	� UN LDC Data

	� Ocean Voluntary Commitment Database

	� Water Action Agenda Commitment Database

	� UN Public Service Awards Database

	� Population databases

	� 2023 SDG Summit Acceleration and Accountability 
Platform

	� SDG Actions Platform

	� SDG Acceleration Action Database

	� SDG Good Practices Database

	� SIDS Partnerships Database

	� UN Comtrade International Trade Statistics 
Database

	� UN System SDG Implementation Database

	� Voluntary National Reviews Database

UN DESA is a vital interface between global policies 
and national action in the economic, social and environ-
mental spheres. Our main activities focus on promoting 
progress towards global development priorities, includ-
ing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

UN DESA’s work falls into three broad categories:

	� Intergovernmental support: By facilitating major 
global conferences and summits in the economic, 
social and environmental fields, as mandated by 
UN Member States, UN DESA assists countries as 
they find common ground, set norms, and take de-
cisive steps forward.

	� Analysis: UN DESA, generates, analyses and com-
piles and monitors a wide range of economic, so-
cial and environmental data and statistics to inform 
and advise Member States and other stakeholders 

on recommendations for shaping effective devel-
opment policy and practice.

	� Capacity-building: UN DESA aids in translating 
policy frameworks developed in UN conferences 
and summits into programmes at the country level. 
Through technical assistance and advisory support, 
the Department supports Member States to build 
capacities in policy formulation and implementa-
tion, data collection and data application, to trans-
late internationally agreed commitments, standards, 
policies and programmes into action on the ground.

In executing these functions, UN DESA helps govern-
ments and other stakeholders take integrated and net-
worked approaches to decision-making, organising 
and supporting consultations with a range of stake-
holders, including the private sector and civil society.
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https://social.desa.un.org/issues/world-social-report
https://social.desa.un.org/issues/indigenous-peoples/state-of-the-worlds-indigenous-peoples-sowip
https://publicadministration.desa.un.org/publications/category/UN%20E-Government%20Surveys
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/document_gem/global-economic-monitoring-unit/world-economic-situation-and-prospects-wesp-report/
https://www.un.org/en/desa/global-forest-goals-report-2021
https://population.un.org/wpp/
https://financing.desa.un.org/iatf/reports
https://publicadministration.desa.un.org/publications/category/World%20Public%20Sector%20Reports
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/news/international-migration-2020
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/gender-snapshot/2024/
https://social.desa.un.org/issues/youth/united-nations-world-youth-report-wyr
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2024/
https://www.un.org/en/desa/products/un-desa-databases
https://unstats.un.org/UNSDWebsite/undatacommons/
https://unstats.un.org/UNSDWebsite/undatacommons/
https://covid-19-data.unstatshub.org/
http://data.un.org/?_gl=1*13gsq6y*_ga*MTA1MDEwMjYyNC4xNjk1MTIwNDU5*_ga_TK9BQL5X7Z*MTY5NTEyMDQ1OC4xLjAuMTY5NTEyMDQ3Mi4wLjAuMA..
https://publicadministration.un.org/egovkb?_gl=1*13gsq6y*_ga*MTA1MDEwMjYyNC4xNjk1MTIwNDU5*_ga_TK9BQL5X7Z*MTY5NTEyMDQ1OC4xLjAuMTY5NTEyMDQ3Mi4wLjAuMA..
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/database/?_gl=1*13gsq6y*_ga*MTA1MDEwMjYyNC4xNjk1MTIwNDU5*_ga_TK9BQL5X7Z*MTY5NTEyMDQ1OC4xLjAuMTY5NTEyMDQ3Mi4wLjAuMA..
http://www.sdg.org/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/least-developed-country-category/ldc-data-retrieval.html
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/action-networks/water
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/action-networks/water
https://publicadministration.un.org/en/unpsa?_gl=1*7kz7we*_ga*MTA1MDEwMjYyNC4xNjk1MTIwNDU5*_ga_TK9BQL5X7Z*MTY5NTEyMDQ1OC4xLjAuMTY5NTEyMDQ3Mi4wLjAuMA..
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/data-landing-page
https://sdgs.un.org/SDGSummitActions/National
https://sdgs.un.org/SDGSummitActions/National
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships
https://sdgs.un.org/SDGSummitActions/National
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/action-networks/good-practices-second-call?_gl=1*7kz7we*_ga*MTA1MDEwMjYyNC4xNjk1MTIwNDU5*_ga_TK9BQL5X7Z*MTY5NTEyMDQ1OC4xLjAuMTY5NTEyMDQ3Mi4wLjAuMA..
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/action-networks/sids-partnerships?_gl=1*7kz7we*_ga*MTA1MDEwMjYyNC4xNjk1MTIwNDU5*_ga_TK9BQL5X7Z*MTY5NTEyMDQ1OC4xLjAuMTY5NTEyMDQ3Mi4wLjAuMA..
https://comtrade.un.org/?_gl=1*zcvbl0*_ga*MTA1MDEwMjYyNC4xNjk1MTIwNDU5*_ga_TK9BQL5X7Z*MTY5NTEyMDQ1OC4xLjAuMTY5NTEyMDQ3Mi4wLjAuMA..
https://comtrade.un.org/?_gl=1*zcvbl0*_ga*MTA1MDEwMjYyNC4xNjk1MTIwNDU5*_ga_TK9BQL5X7Z*MTY5NTEyMDQ1OC4xLjAuMTY5NTEyMDQ3Mi4wLjAuMA..
https://sdgs.un.org/UNSDGimplementation?_gl=1*zcvbl0*_ga*MTA1MDEwMjYyNC4xNjk1MTIwNDU5*_ga_TK9BQL5X7Z*MTY5NTEyMDQ1OC4xLjAuMTY5NTEyMDQ3Mi4wLjAuMA..
https://hlpf.un.org/countries?_gl=1*zcvbl0*_ga*MTA1MDEwMjYyNC4xNjk1MTIwNDU5*_ga_TK9BQL5X7Z*MTY5NTEyMDQ1OC4xLjAuMTY5NTEyMDQ3Mi4wLjAuMA..
https://sdgs.un.org/gsdr
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