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World Urbanization
Prospects 2025

‘Summary of Results

Latest urbanization data reveal world’s most
populous cities

Our world is becoming increasingly urban. Cities are now home to 45 per cent of the
global population of 8.2 billion, according to UN DESA's World Urbanization Prospects
2025: Summary of Results, released on 18 November 2025.

The number of people living in cities has more than doubled since 1950, when only 20
per cent of the world’s 2.5 billion people lived in cities. Looking ahead through 2050, two-
thirds of global population growth is projected to occur in cities, and most of the
remaining one-third in towns.

The number of megacities, urban areas with 10 million or more inhabitants, has
quadrupled from 8 in 1975 to 33 in 2025. Over half of these (19) are in Asia.

Jakarta (Indonesia) is now the world's most populous city, with nearly 42 million
residents, followed by Dhaka (Bangladesh) with almost 40 million, and Tokyo (Japan)
with 33 million. Cairo (Egypt) is the only non-Asian city among the top ten. By 2050, the
number of megacities is expected to rise to 37, with cities such as Addis Ababa
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(Ethiopia), Dar es Salaam (United Republic of Tanzania), Hajipur (India), and Kuala
Lumpur (Malaysia) projected to surpass the 10 million mark.

Despite the prominence of megacities, the report finds that small and medium-sized
cities are home to more people than megacities and are growing at a faster pace,
particularly in Africa and Asia. The report also highlights the divergent growth patterns of
cities. While many cities continue to expand, others are experiencing population decline.

Towns, defined as population clusters of at least 5,000 inhabitants and a density of at
least 300 people per square kilometer, are the most common settlement type in 71
countries as diverse as Germany, India, Uganda, and the United States. They play a vital
role in connecting rural areas and cities, offering essential services and supporting local
economies. Rural areas on the other hand, remain the most common settlement type in
62 countries today, down from 116 in 1975. By 2050, this number is projected to decline
further to 44 countries. Sub-Saharan Africa is the only region where rural populations
have continued to grow significantly, and the region is expected to account for nearly all
future rural population growth.

“Sustainable development depends on seeing cities, towns and rural areas as one
interconnected system. We need to proactively plan to develop different areas evenly
and ease pressure on large cities,” said UN DESA’s Assistant Secretary-General for Policy
Coordination Bjgrg Sandkjeer.

“The World Urbanization Prospects report gives us the data and insights we need to plan
for that shared future,” Ms. Sandkjaer said, referring to the report’s role in providing a
critical evidence base for policymakers, planners, and researchers working to shape
sustainable, inclusive, and resilient urban futures.

The 2025 edition also introduces major methodological innovations. For the first time, it
integrates the Degree of Urbanization, a harmonized geospatial approach that provides
projections for three categories of settlements: cities, towns, and rural areas. This new
approach enhances international comparability and offers a more nuanced
understanding of urbanization trends.

All materials related to the World Urbanization Prospects 2025, including the summary
report and the complete dataset, are available at population.un.org.
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B8 Disability advocates
| drive change through
the Doha Declaration

The Second World Summit for Social
Development which concluded last
month in Doha, was designed with
inclusion at its core. Ahead of the
International Day of Persons with
Disabilities on 3 December, the team in
UN DESA's Division for Inclusive Social Development, shared how the Social Summit
helped advance the rights of persons with disabilities.

What does the Doha Political Declaration mean for persons with disabilities?

“The Doha Political Declaration, adopted at the Second World Summit for Social
Development, reinforces that social development cannot be achieved unless persons with
disabilities enjoy their full rights, participate meaningfully in decision-making, and have
equitable access to opportunities. For persons with disabilities, the Declaration represents
a renewed global consensus that their inclusion is integral to poverty eradication, decent
work for all, and social integration.

It affirms the commitment of Member States to implement disability-inclusive, accessible
and rights-based policies, and ensure accessible services, technologies, and
environments, in accordance withthe Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities. Most importantly, the Declaration emphasizes measurable action, shifting
from broad aspiration to concrete commitments that improve everyday lives. For
instance, the Declaration calls for social protection schemes that are equally accessible
for persons with disabilities and that address additional disability-related costs, like costs
of assistive technology or health care, that often push persons with disabilities into
poverty.”

How were persons with disabilities placed at the centre of determining their rights and
future?

“The Summit was designed with inclusion at its core.

On the substantive side, persons with disabilities participated in the lead-up to the Summit
and across the official and parallel programme, ensuring that disability-inclusive
development is treated not as a standalone issue, but as a cross-cutting priority for all
social development efforts. Organizations representing persons with disabilities were
actively involved in shaping solutions, spotlighting barriers, and proposing innovations.

On the operational side, accessibility was mainstreamed throughout the Summit:
international sign language interpretation, closed captioning, and accessible
communication ensured that persons with disabilities could follow and contribute to the
dialogue.”

What will be the focus of this year’s International Day of Persons with Disabilities?

“This year's International Day of Persons with Disabilities will focus on “Fostering
disability-inclusive societies for advancing social progress.” The theme reflects the vision
of the Doha Political Declaration and builds on the momentum generated by the Second
World Summit for Social Development.
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The commemoration will highlight how disability inclusion is essential to achieving the
Summit’s core objectives, poverty eradication, decent work for all, and social integration,
and will discuss next steps and urgent actions needed to implement the Summit's
commitments and achieve disability inclusive development.”

For more information: International Day of Persons with Disabilities (IDPD)
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THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW

7 things you need to
know about
sustainable
transportation

Sustainable transport is about cleaner
mobility and safer systems; extending
markets; shaping access to jobs,
schools and health care; and enabling
the movement of food and medicines.
With transport demand set to more than double by 2050, choices we make this decade,
can unlock sustainable development pathways. Here are 7 things you need to know.

1. Transport can be a climate solution. Transport generates a quarter of all energy-related
emissions and relies on fossil fuels for 95 per cent of its energy. Shifting to public
transport, walking, cycling and low- and zero-emission vehicles can cut emissions and
improve health.

2. A billion people remain without access. One-third of the global rural population live
more than 2 km from an all-season road - nearly half of them in Africa. Without reliable
transport, farmers, patients and students cannot reach markets, clinics or schools.

3. Safe system design saves lives. Road crashes are the leading cause of death for ages
5 to 29, and kill 1.2 million people every year, 92 per cent in low- and middle-income
countries. Safe system design, including speed management and protected walking and
cycling, could save millions of lives.

4. Smart investment is key. Achieving sustainable transport requires smart investments.
Redirecting existing spending, reforming fossil-fuel subsidies and using tools like green
bonds and fair user charges can finance more sustainable, safer and more inclusive
mobility.

5. Cities will decide our future. By 2050, 70 per cent of people and 85 per cent of
economic output will be urban. Urban planning aligned with sustainable transport could
cut congestion, CO, emissions and pollution while improving health, prosperity, equity and
quality of life.

6. The UN Decade of Sustainable Transport (2026-2035) will accelerate improvements.
Its Implementation Plan provides a roadmap to align policies, finance, technology and
data enabling transport to advance all 17 Sustainable Development Goals. The Decade’s


https://social.desa.un.org/issues/disability/events/2025-international-day-of-persons-with-disabilities-idpd
https://bit.ly/UNDESA_LinkedIn
https://x.com/undesa
https://www.facebook.com/joinundesa

launch on 10 December 2025 will invite governments, cities, business, civil society and
youth to commit to progress together.

7. Actions you can take. Engage with the UN Decade of Sustainable Transport in your
country or city; choose public transport, walking and cycling; and encourage your
institution to align its actions with the Implementation Plan.

For more information: UN Decade of Sustainable Transport
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Advancing together: Eight decades of learning,
progress, and shared purpose

By Navid Hanif, Assistant Secretary-General for Economic Development, UN DESA

When we look back at nearly 80 years of the United Nations, one truth stands out:
progress is rarely linear — but it is always stronger when we move together.

That spirit is at the heart of our new UN DESA report, Advancing Together: Eight Decades
of Progress Towards Sustainable Development for All, released as the UN marks its 80th
anniversary. Writing this reflection has been a reminder that development isn't a single
breakthrough — it's a long arc of learning, cooperation, and course-correction.

And the arc has bent toward progress.

In 1945, a third of humanity lived under colonial rule. Today, almost every nation governs
itself. Extreme poverty has fallen dramatically. Millions more children — especially girls —
go to school. Global life expectancy has risen by over 20 years since the UN's founding.
These gains didn't happen by accident; they happened because the world chose
cooperation over fragmentation.

Over the decades, our understanding of development expanded. What began as a focus
on rebuilding economies after war grew into a broader vision: development that includes,
empowers, and protects — today and for the generations that follow. That evolution
culminated in the SDGs, the closest we have to a shared global blueprint. The SDGs
remind us that there is no clean water without good governance, no good health without
climate resilience, no economic growth without education and equality. Everything is
connected.

And multilateralism — despite all predictions of its demise — has been the engine behind
these breakthroughs. From Stockholm to Rio, from Paris to today’s Global Digital
Compact, the Sevilla Commitment and Doha Political Declaration, the world has
repeatedly shown that shared problems are solved only through shared solutions.

Yes, today’'s moment is difficult. Trust is fragile. Inequalities are widening. Debt is
choking development space. Climate change, digital divides, and misinformation add
new layers of complexity. But despite this, something remarkable continues to happen:
countries still show up. They still negotiate. They still choose dialogue over division.
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Recent milestones — including the WHO Pandemic Agreement and renewed
commitments on financing, social development and digital governance — are proof that
multilateralism is not dying; it is adapting.

From eight decades of experience, our report draws five clear lessons:

1. Development is interconnected. Progress in one area reinforces progress in
others.

2. Multilateralism is indispensable. Every major global breakthrough has been built
on cooperation.

3. Shared norms drive real-world action. Frameworks like the SDGs and Paris
Agreement shape policy, investment, and accountability.

4. Adaptation is survival. The UN must continually reform and innovate to stay fit
for purpose.

5. Future generations must guide today's decisions. Sustainable development
means long-term responsibility, not short-term fixes.

Perhaps the most important insight is this: sustainable development is not simply a goal
— itis a mindset. It is the belief that economic growth, social justice, and environmental
stewardship are not competing priorities but mutually reinforcing ones.

The progress we safeguard today becomes the platform for tomorrow’s breakthroughs.
And the next chapter of development, like the last eight decades, will depend on one
thing above all: our ability to keep advancing — together.
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MORE FROM UN DESA

e World Basketball Day 2025: From soccer ball to global phenomenon
e The Collaborative on Citizen Data moves from vision to implementation
e A new look at urbanization: What's changing and why it matters
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