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Partnering with youth to shape our sustainable
future together

“We have witnessed how youth can mobilize global action,” said UN DESA’s Under-
Secretary-General Li Junhua, stressing the importance of young people’s involvement in
shaping a future that is more inclusive, peaceful, sustainable and fair. “Young people
lare] showing up, contributing their skills, expertise, ideas and energy to solve the
pressing challenges we are facing today so that future generations are better off,” Mr. Li
said.

Mr. Li's message was delivered to a room filled with youth leaders who had gathered for
the 2024 edition of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Youth Forum. Now it's
that time of the year again, when UN Headquarters will open its doors to young people
from across the world, inviting them to be part of negotiations and actions that will help
the world deliver a more sustainable future, that benefits us all.

Stressing how ECOSOC aims to put inclusivity front and center, its President,
Ambassador Bob Rae (Canada), is emphasizing: “We bring together actors across
different sectors to identify and commit to action that is going to be transformative and



can have a tangible impact in countries and communities. [...] | am committed to
ensuring that we are leveraging these opportunities in an inclusive manner to promote
action, ambition, innovation and engagement.”

As the world faces multiple crises, the demand for global solidarity and action is urgent.
Described as the largest UN annual gathering of young people, the annual ECOSOC
Youth Forum invites youth leaders to participate in discussions that will impact the
future of their generation, and generations to come.

“Young people — young experts - need to be engaged in all the challenges that humanity
faces today,” said Mr. Li Junhua. And the need has never been greater.

Taking place on 15-17 April 2025 at the United Nations Headquarters in New York, young
people will work side-by-side with high-level UN officials and government
representatives, delving into a range of pressing issues. The Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) under review at the 2025 High-level Political Forum (HLPF) on Sustainable
Development will also be in focus at this year's event.

Youth will be able to share their perspectives on good health and well-being (SDG 3),
gender equality (SDG 5), decent work and economic growth (SDG 8), life below water
(SDG 14), and partnerships for the goals (SDG 17). By emphasizing science- and
evidence-based solutions, the Forum will also encourage innovative and data-driven
approaches to addressing today’s most urgent challenges.

Young people will also be part of deliberations related to major conferences taking place
this year, including the UN Ocean Conference, the Fourth International Conference on
Financing for Development and the Second World Summit for Social Development.
Youth voices will thus be heard in many ways and on diverse topics critical to
sustainable development.

For more information: 2025 ECOSOC Youth Forum
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spearhead action to
claim their rights

Later this month, the 24th session of

= the United Nations Permanent Forum on
b Indigenous Issues (UNPFII) kicks off at
UN Headquarters in New York, bringing
together Indigenous Peoples,
government representatives, UN
agencies and civil somety from around the world. Ahead of the session, we spoke with
Ms. Hindou Oumarou Ibrahim, Chair of UNPFII, about key developments and issues
related to Indigenous Peoples and their rights.

In 2007, the UN General Assembly adopted the UN Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples. Where do we stand on its realization around the world?
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“The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) adopted in 2007, has
significantly influenced global policies, but its full realization remains uneven. Some States
have incorporated its principles into laws, supporting land rights, self-determination and
cultural preservation. However, many Indigenous Peoples still face land dispossession,
discrimination and violence. Implementation challenges stem from political resistance,
economic interests and legal barriers. One of the main problems continues to be the
recognition of Indigenous Peoples by some Member States. While international bodies
and advocacy groups push for stronger enforcement, Indigenous Peoples continue to lead
efforts for their rights. Progress varies, but UNDRIP remains a vital framework for
advancing Indigenous Peoples’ rights worldwide.”

With the many crises around the world such as climate change and biodiversity loss,
what are some of the biggest challenges that Indigenous Peoples face? How can
Indigenous Peoples’ knowledge and practices contribute to environmental protection,
climate adaptation and mitigation?

“Indigenous Peoples are guardians and stewards of Nature. We possess the knowledge
of our lands, territories and environments. This knowledge is not theoretical; it has been
tried and tested since time immemorial and for many generations. As Indigenous Peoples,
we are dependent and interconnected with Mother Earth and vice versa. So, when the
environment is impacted by the effects of climate change, Indigenous Peoples are directly
impacted, as climate change affects our livelihoods, our food sovereignty, our cultures and
traditions and our ability to live on our ancestral lands. At the same time, the world needs
to listen to Indigenous Peoples, as we have solutions and knowledge. Through supporting
Indigenous Peoples and ensuring their voices are included in important dialogues and
decision-making on biodiversity and climate change, as well as ensuring that financial
resources is provided directly to Indigenous Peoples, we can work together to mitigate
climate change for all.”

In what ways does the UNPFII address the unique challenges faced by Indigenous
women and girls?

“The UNPFII has always served as a critical platform to amplify the already strong voices
of Indigenous women and girls. Indigenous women and girls face intersectional
discrimination, because their gender and their identity as Indigenous Peoples. With this
intersectionality in mind, Indigenous women and girls face marginalization in many facets
of their lives, including economic, political and social development, culture, environment,
education, health and human rights.

However, Indigenous women are essential to society - we possess unique knowledge,
transmit this knowledge, culture and traditions and are critical leaders in our own
communities and families. Over the two decades since the UNPFII was established,
through the Forum as well as beyond the halls of the United Nations, Indigenous women
and girls have advocated to secure their rights. This has resulted in achievements such as
the realization of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,
the ILO Convention 169 and more recently, the adoption of General Recommendation No.
39 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Again
Women (CEDAW), which provides an important tool to advance the implementation of
Indigenous women's rights and should be integrated into this broader discussion.”

For more information: UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Peoples
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THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW

2% 5 things you should
know about financing
for sustainable
development

Financing is the fuel of development.
With adequate financing, the world can
tackle poverty, inequalities, hunger,

] T ‘M education, and the climate crisis. Yet, the
vvorld faces a stark fmanomg divide and shrmkmg fiscal space. Here are 5 things you
should know about financing for sustainable development.

1. Sustainable development is a good investment

Investment in sustainable development is good value for money. For example, every S1
invested in girls’ education can generate a $2.80 return. Every $1 invested in water and
sanitation can reduce health care costs by $4.30.

2. Financing gaps are large and growing

The SDG financing gap - an estimated $4 trillion shortfall in annual investment - has never
been so large. This is up from an estimated $2.5 trillion in 2019.

3. Developing countries are facing high debt burdens that crowd out other spending

In 2023, developing countries spent a record $1.4 trillion to service their foreign debt.
Around 3.3 billion people live in countries that spend more on debt interest payments than
on health or education.

4. The international financial architecture needs urgent changes to ensure affordable
access to finance

Many developing countries can't access finance at affordable rates, especially during
times of crisis. On average, developing countries face borrowing costs that are two to four
times higher than developed countries pay.

5. The fourth International Conference on Financing for Development (FFD4) is a once-
in-a-decade opportunity for change

In June, world leaders will come together at FFD4 in Sevilla, Spain to take action to deliver
an SDG investment push. They will also work on reforming the international financial
architecture to enable the transformative change that the world urgently needs. FFD4 will
showcase the power of multilateral cooperation to tackle these global challenges, which
far exceed the capacity of any single country to respond to.

In the lead up to FFD4 in Sevilla, follow the ECOSOC Financing for Development
Forum (28-29 April), and the Fourth Preparatory Committee Session (30 April-1 May).

Learn more and stay updated on the road to Sevilla and the FFD4 Conference.

Photo credit: UN DESA/Helen Rosengren.
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Making development cooperation work for
today's world

By Cristina Duarte, Under-Secretary General and Special Adviser on Africa

When we talk about development cooperation in today’s world, we must ask ourselves:
how is it that some countries spend billions of dollars on sending missions to Mars, yet
750 million people still lack energy access, and 600 million remain trapped in extreme
poverty?

This contradiction is troubling, as we all know that progress to achieve the SDGs by 2030
has stagnated. We need a serious reassessment of how development cooperation is
working in our interconnected world.
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Having worked as Cabo Verde's Minister of Finance, as a Citibank executive, and now as
the UN Secretary-General's Special Adviser on Africa, I've seen development cooperation
from multiple angles—from the boardroom to the negotiating table to the realities of
communities on the ground. And | can tell you this: the current framework isn't delivering
what we need.

Here, | want to focus on three key ideas:

1. How international cooperation is shaped by the interplay between globalization and
multilateralism.

2. The weakening of States as primary actors in development cooperation.
3. How these trends are fueling global inequalities—and what we can do about it.
The interplay between globalization and multilateralism

Globalization has transformed economies, but it has also created imbalances. During my
time as Cabo Verde's Minister of Finance, | saw firsthand how foreign investments drove
growth in our tourism sector. Yet, despite this economic expansion, much of the profit
bypassed local communities. Hotels sourced their supplies internationally, financial
gains flowed offshore, and local entrepreneurs struggled to compete. This illustrates a
troubling reality: globalization's wealth often accumulates in select pockets while
bypassing the people who need it most.

Too often, poverty eradication is treated as a byproduct of market forces, rather than as
a deliberate outcome of targeted development policies. This mindset effectively
outsources social responsibility to private sector actors and philanthropists, leaving
development cooperation to become a secondary concern. Development should not be
left to the goodwill of individuals or corporations—it is the fundamental responsibility of
States. Ensuring education, healthcare, and social welfare is not an act of charity; it is an
obligation, central to the social contract between States and their citizens.

After World War 2, multilateral institutions were designed to manage these imbalances.
They intended to serve two roles:

e Facilitating globalization: promoting trade, investment, and financial liberalization.

e Regulating globalization: mitigating its excesses through development cooperation,
labor rights, and environmental safeguards.

However, in today’s world the role of regulation and cooperation—has been crowded out.
Too often, multilateral frameworks prioritize financial flows over social justice,
weakening their ability to tackle inequality and environmental instability. If development
practitioners are feeling sidelined, it's because they have been. We have been quietly
pushed aside in favor of policies that prioritize profit over people.

The weakening of States in development cooperation

As globalization accelerates, states are losing their ability to shape economic policy in
ways that support their citizens. When | worked with multilateral donors in Cabo Verde, |
saw how governments—especially in smaller economies—were pressured to adopt
policies that catered to global financial markets rather than their citizens' needs. This
loss of control has had serious consequences:

e The erosion of the social contract: public services suffer as governments are forced
to prioritize budgetary constraints over public welfare.


https://www.un.org/osaa/

o Power shifting to markets: increasingly, it is financial institutions and private
investors that dictate economic direction, weakening the ability of states to invest in
their own people.

States cannot continue to bear full accountability for development outcomes if they are
stripped of the very tools to deliver those promises. The social contract between States
and citizens must be restored—a contract where governments prioritize their people's
welfare, and citizens, in turn, trust in their leadership. Without this balance, development
will continue to fall short. In this context, the President of ECOSOC's call to revitalize the
country-led process of development cooperation is both relevant and timely.

The consequences: rising inequality in a fractured world

The combination of weakened States and unregulated globalization has resulted in a
dramatic rise in inequalities:

e Inadvanced economies, income growth has stagnated for middle-class families
while wealth has concentrated among the top 1 per cent.[1]

e Indeveloping economies, income inequality increased by an average of 11 per cent
between 1990 and 2010.[2]

We need to rethink development cooperation for a just global order
Development cooperation must adapt. To achieve this, we need:

e Stronger regulatory mechanisms: we must enforce global tax policies, close
loopholes, and strengthen labor protections.

e Reinforced state capacities: governments must regain the tools to shape inclusive
economic policies that benefit their people.

e Ashift in multilateral priorities: international institutions must refocus on tackling
inequality, strengthening climate resilience, and supporting social justice.

The time for incremental fixes is over. To have a chance at realizing the SDGs, we need
bold action—a reimagining of global governance that puts people at its heart, not just
profits.

Globalization necessitates development cooperation and multilateralism, but its
governance structures need to be reinvigorated. While institutions have successfully
facilitated economic integration, their failure to address inequalities and environmental
degradation highlights the urgent need for reform.

Strengthening regulatory mechanisms and enhancing accountability is crucial for a more
equitable and sustainable global order. As we reflect on the critical intersections of
globalization, multilateralism, and development cooperation, it is time for each of us to
take a stand. The challenges we face are daunting, but the solutions lie within our
collective capacity to drive change.

* The views expressed in this blog are the author’s and do not necessarily reflect the
opinion of UN DESA.

[1] United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs. (2020). World Social
Report 2020: Executive summary. United

Nations. https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-
content/uploads/sites/22/2020/01/WSR2020-Executive-Summary.pdf (p.4)
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[2] United Nations Development Programme. (2013). Humanity divided: Confronting
inequality in developing countries. United

Nations. https://www.undp.org/publications/humanity-divided-confronting-inequality-
developing-countries (p. 3)
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e Using governance perspectives to advance the Sustainable Development Goals

e We live longer than ever, but many health-related SDG targets are off-track ahead of 2030
deadline

e Preparations underway for the UN Ocean Conference
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