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Social development in times of converging
crises: A call for global action

Global shocks and crises have become more intense, widespread and interlinked,
creating consequential challenges to social development. Pandemics, violent conflicts
and a spate of climate-related disasters have hit the most vulnerable people and
societies the hardest.

For instance, the COVID-19 pandemic caused the first global increase in extreme poverty
in 20 years and contributed to growing inequalities between and within countries. While
macroeconomic recoveries are under way, the setbacks to social development are
lasting longer, especially in countries in special situations.

The recently launched World Social Report 2024 estimates that the shocks and crises of
the last few years could result in a cumulative economic output loss of more than $50
trillion between 2020 and 2030, reflecting lost opportunities for investing in social
development. The report finds that people in countries with strong social protection
systems have fared better during recent crises. However, only half of the world has
access to at least one social protection benefit. To increase coverage, the report calls for


https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/publication/world-social-report-2024/

a human rights-based approach to social protection, prescribed by law, that can
guarantee its continuity and predictability in times of crisis.

Yet, many developing countries lack the necessary fiscal space to achieve universal
social protection. International support is needed to free up and mobilize resources,
including through debt treatments and additional financial and technical support. The
report suggests exploring debt swaps for SDG investments that could secure long term,
resilient pathways for social development.

Global action is needed to reduce systemic risks and build universal resilience against
these interlinked crises. This includes developing early warning systems, accelerating
climate change mitigation, ensuring global financial stability and preventing pandemics
and spillovers of violent conflict.

Building on the recent Pact for the Future, the World Social Report 2024 recognizes

the fourth International Conference on Financing for Development and the Second World
Summit for Social Development in 2025 as opportunities to commit to further actions to
advance social development.

Access the full report here.
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This month, the United Nations will hold
the fifth World Data Forum attracting
3,000 participants to Medellin, Colombia

: to discuss the latest progress in data
and statistics to advance sustainable development. The Forum will champion four
themes - innovation and inclusivity, data use and value, trust and protection and
partnership and coordination across four days and over 100 different events. Ahead of
this biennial event, UN DESA'’s lan Rutherford tells us more.

What are the biggest data challenges that the Forum aims to tackle?

“Data are becoming more and more common in our lives. But oftentimes, they are not
used effectively to benefit people, and the capacity to take advantage of the information
they provide varies widely within different groups of society. The Forum brings together
governments, academia and professional associations, civil society, the private sector and
international and regional agencies to improve this situation. Within governments, the
Forum is directed by National Statistical Offices and the data and statistical system they
operate in as a key enabler of turning data into useful and actionable statistics for
measuring sustainable development.”


https://financing.desa.un.org/ffd4
https://social.desa.un.org/second-world-summit-for-social-development
https://social.desa.un.org/second-world-summit-for-social-development
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/publication/world-social-report-2024/
https://www.facebook.com/joinundesa
http://twitter.com/undesa

How can the biennial Forum encourage continuous action on the whole range of data
issues?

“The Forum'’s programme gives a flavor of the wide range of activities being driven by
different stakeholder groups. For example, two-thirds of the sessions in the programme
are focused on the future of data and statistics covering issues related to youth, gender,
climate and environment, digitalisation and modernization, capacity development, data
literacy and data science including Al. The Forum is equally an opportunity to showcase
the adoption and scaling up of new methods and sources including the expanded use of
citizen generated data, geospatial, administrative data, household surveys, earth
observation data, censuses, mobile phone and social media data with over 40 sessions in
the programme. These activities are nourished by their appearance at the Forum and their
work will continue beyond and perhaps into future Forums as they develop and evolve.”

What legacy do you hope the fifth Forum will leave?

“The Forum’s community has grown from 2,000 people who attended the first and second
Forums in Cape Town and Dubai, to an active list of over 20,000 interested stakeholders.
The Forum in Medellin is likely to be the biggest in-person gathering yet with 3,000 people
in attendance. This Forum will be an opportunity to launch a renewed global action plan
for sustainable development data to serve the remainder of the 2030 Agenda. The plan
introduces twelve new priorities, and these priorities are complemented with new and
stretching actions and matching commitments.

The Forum will also continue to be a rallying point to advocate for high-quality, timely,
open, and inclusive data to accelerate progress on the SDGs and to address the multiple
crises that threaten our world. It will support countries, especially those in fragile contexts,
to advocate for strengthening their own data and statistical systems, improving data
quality, and expanding data coverage to leave no one behind.”

For more information: UN World Data Forum
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2 4 things you should
> know about the SDG

Showing how climate action and
sustainable development support one
another is critical to achieving the
shared ambitions of the Paris
Agreement on Climate Change and the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Since 2018, the SDG Pavilion organized by UN DESA at the annual UN Climate Change
Conference (COP) has grown into a premiere showcase for these connections. Here are
four things to know about this year's SDG Pavilion:

1. All eyes are on Baku, Azerbaijan, host of this year's COP

More than 30,000 policymakers, scientists, representatives of civil society organizations
and young people are expected to attend COP29 in the Azerbaijan capital, Baku, nestled


https://unstats.un.org/unsd/undataforum/programme/index.html
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/hlg/Public_consultation_on_the_renewal_of_the_Global_Action_Plan/
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/hlg/Public_consultation_on_the_renewal_of_the_Global_Action_Plan/
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/undataforum/
https://www.un.org/climatechange/cop29
https://www.un.org/climatechange/cop29
https://www.facebook.com/joinundesa
http://twitter.com/undesa

on the Caspian Sea, from 11 to 22 November. COP29 is being called “the finance COP”
because climate finance will be a central theme, as trillions of dollars are needed to help
countries drastically reduce their greenhouse gas emissions and protect lives and
livelihoods from the worsening impacts of climate change.

2. Forests will be in focus at the SDG Pavilion

Issues such as forest data, forest-based bioeconomies and legal frameworks for forests
will be highlighted through the special Forest Pavilion at the SDG Pavilion. Each day will
feature dedicated discussions about ways to amplify investment in forests in order to
halt and reverse deforestation and accelerate collective action to achieve the Global
Forest Goals.

3. The SDG Pavilion will feature 50+ other events related to energy, the ocean,
transportation, gender equality and more

Some of the high-level speakers expected to participate include UN DESA Head Li
Junhua, UN Forum on Forests Director Juliette Biao, the Secretary-General's Special
Envoy for the Ocean Peter Thomson, and explorer and innovator Bertrand Piccard.

4. You can watch all the SDG Pavilion action online

Check out the events live from Baku on UN DESA’s YouTube channel—or watch the
recordings on your schedule—and be sure to follow UN DESA'’s social media accounts

for updates, too.

For more information, including the full programmes, please visit the website for the SDG
Pavilion at COP29 and the UN Forum on Forests website.
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For World Sustainable Transport Day
on 26 November and beyond, let’'s make
sustainable transport choices!
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https://www.un.org/esa/forests/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Global-Forest-Goals-booklet-Apr-2019.pdf
https://www.un.org/esa/forests/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Global-Forest-Goals-booklet-Apr-2019.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/user/UnitedNationsDESA
https://www.un.org/en/COP29/SDGPavilion
https://www.un.org/en/COP29/SDGPavilion
https://www.un.org/esa/forests/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/joinundesa
http://twitter.com/undesa
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http://twitter.com/undesa
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Renewing the Global Action Plan for
Sustainable Development Data

By Stefan Schweinfest, Director, UN DESA’s Statistics Division

This month’s UN World Data Forum in Medellin comes at a critical time for the
development of data and statistics and a chance to renew our shared agenda. In
September, global leaders gathered here in New York for the beginning of a new session
of the UN General Assembly. A Summit of the Future was held just before, to shape a more
sustainable pathway for people and planet through three important outcomes: the Pact
for the Future, the Global Digital Compact and the Declaration on Future Generations.

The upcoming UN World Data Forum will be organized with these outcomes in mind, as
well as building on the Power of Data High Impact Initiative launched at last year's SDG
Summit. Each Summit outcome document is forward looking and emphasized different
data issues like financing gaps, climate action; digital technologies, skills, data
governance; and leveraging science, data, and statistics to ensure long-term thinking and
sustainable practices. The Forum uses the convening power of the UN to focus on all
these issues in more detail.

The programme in Medellin will showcase in over two-thirds of its sessions, topics
similarly focused on the future; such as youth, gender, climate and environment,
digitalization and modernization, capacity development, data literacy and data science
including Al. The Forum's own outcome document also contains a forward-looking vision
for the renewal of the "Global Action Plan for Sustainable Development Data". It was
recently published for public consultation and makes clear connections to the Summit of
the Future.

The renewed plan will be a second-generation document of the original Cape Town Global
Action Plan for Sustainable Development Data (CTGAP) launched at the first Forum and
will build momentum on sustainable development data ahead of the SDG's 2030 deadline.

The open consultation which concluded on 31 October, has sought opinions from across
the statistics and data communities on how this action plan can best contribute to the
achievement of better data for better lives.

At the center of the revised action plan are 12 new priorities organized under four areas:
1) innovation and modernization for better and more inclusive data and statistics; 2) use
and value of data and statistics for better decision making; 3) institutional leadership in
the building of trust, protection and ethics of data and statistics; and 4) partnerships to
mobilize resources and coordinate efforts to develop data and statistical capacity.


https://www.un.org/en/summit-of-the-future
https://hlpf.un.org/sites/default/files/2023-09/Power%20of%20Data%20Brochure_1.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/undataforum/programme/index.html
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/meetings/public_consultation_on_the_renewal_of_the_Global_Action_Plan/CTGAP%202.0_priority-framework-20241008.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/hlg/cape-town-global-action-plan/
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/hlg/cape-town-global-action-plan/
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/hlg/Public_consultation_on_the_renewal_of_the_Global_Action_Plan/

We are pleased to be working with our partners in Open Data Watch and the Partnership
in Statistics for Development in the 21st Century (PARIS21). They launched a Commit to
Data campaign earlier this year, to explore the potential and feasibility of sourcing
commitments for the new global plan.

I am proud the data and statistics community continue to use the Data Forum as a rallying
point to advocate for high-quality, timely, open, and inclusive data to accelerate progress
on the SDGs, and to address the multiple crises that threaten our world. Such data make
any tracking of the SDGs possible whether locally, nationally, regionally or internationally.
The recent annual Sustainable Development Goals Report showed that of the 169 global
SDG targets, 34 targets lack sufficient trend data or additional analysis and among the
135 assessable targets, only 17 per cent display progress sufficient for achievement by
2030.

We will continue to support countries, especially those in fragile contexts, to use the Forum
to advocate for strengthening their own statistical systems, improving data quality, and
expanding data coverage to leave no one behind.

Until then, espero verte en Medellin...
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